
ADVANCED PLACEMENT U.S. HISTORY 2018-2019 
SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 

Email: Hcather.Butler@guhsdaz.org 
Class site: https://www.sunnyslopcapush.com 

May 21, 2018 

Dear Student, 

My name is :Mrs. Heather Butler and it is an honor and a privilege to be your Advanced Placement United States 
History (APUSH) Teacher. I look forward to meeting you next fall and embarking on an exciting and in depth 
exploration of the histmy of our country. The 2018-2019 school year will be a very busy one as we prepare 
ourselves for the rigorous Advanced Placement examination given in May, 2019. APUSH is a college-level course 
that will require you to have extensive background knowledge in U.S. Histmy. I want to thank you for embracing 
this challenging undertaking. This opportunity can provide you with college credit as well as becoming a 
knowledgeable and articulate scholar. However, this a college level course, which means that we expect college 
level work. On average, APUSH students have 45 minutes to an hour of homework EACH night. But, if you 
manage your time well, this expectation will become very manageable. 

Because this is a college-level course, that requires extensive background knowledge in all aspects of U.S. History, 
it is imperative that we get off the ground running at the beginning of the semester in August. To prepare for this 
journey, I need you to begin reading the introduction to the new AP US Histmy exam and the AP US History text. 
We have approximately 36 weeks during the school year to cover 31 chapters of the text. Covering some of the text 
over the summer allows us time to focus on specific issues during the school year. Additionally, this will allow our 

class some much needed review time for the AP test in May. Therefore, every APUSH student will be 
required to complete the following summer reading assignments by the end of your class period 

on Monday, August 6, 2018. 

I WILL NOT ACCEPT LATE ASSIGNMENTS 

There is one book that I am insisting on you to purchase. We will be using this book the entire year, so you're not 
spending money for one assignment. The summer reading assignment will pa1iially come from this text. This is an 
investment and this book would be a valued addition to any library. If you have any difficulties acquiring this book, 
please touch base with me, so that I can assist in that process. 

• John J. Newman and John M Schmalbach. United States Histo1y-Preparing for the Advanced Placement 
Examination, 2018 Edition (AMSCO School Publications, Inc.). Copyright 2018, Publisher: Pe,fection 
Learning Co711. Price: $18.95. You can purchase this book through any store that sells it. Howeve,� the 
direct website is: 

• http://ww1v.amscopub.co111/us-hist011'-preparing-for-ap-exam 

There is also an online program that I STRONGLY encourage you to purchase membership to. We will be using this 
tool throughout the school year for practice AND if you are taking an additional AP course, you can often get a "two 
for one" special. So, you're not spending money for one assignment or even just one class. This program has proven 
to be VERY helpful in preparation for the AP exam. 

• Leamerator-AP US History Price: $25.00. You can purchase this Program at:
https:!!w1v1v.learnerator.com/11pgrade-n01v#ap-exams

This year we will also be working with an AP US Histmy textbook. The textbook will be provided for you to 
"check out," starting on May 22, 2018. You will need to "check out" your text book from the Bookstore. Be sure to 
bring your ID with you. 

• James A Henretta, Eric Hinderaker, Rebecca Edwards and Robert 0. Seif America's History, 81
,. ed.,

Be ford! St Afar/ins, 2014.









YOUR SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT: 

5. Current Event Articles: To better understand APUSH's themes, you will be responsible for finding a

current event article that represents each APUSH theme. Then, using your mticle, provide a level of

analysis (at least 5-7 sentences) explaining what this news mticle reveals about the United States, in

modern times, through each thematic lens. (For example, if you selected an article about identity, ask

yourself what the mticle reveals about how the United States or Americans now identify/ define

themselves.) Don't forget to provide specific pieces of the article to support your claim. Do this for each

APUSH Theme:

• American and National Identity- How and why definitions of American and national identity and
values have developed, as well as on related topics such as citizenship, constitutionalism, foreign
policy, assimilation, and American exceptionalism.

• Politics and Power- How different social and political groups have influenced society and
government in the United States, as well as how political beliefs and institutions have changed over
time.

• Work, Exchange, and Technology- The factors behind the development of systems of economic
exchange, particularly the role of technology, economic markets, and government.

• Culture and Society- The roles that ideas, beliefs, social mores, and creative expression have played
in shaping the United States, as well as how various identities, cultures, and values have been
preserved or changed in different contexts of U.S. history.

• Migration and Settlement- Why and how the various people who moved to and within the United
States both adapted to and transformed their new social and physical envirorunents.

• Geography and the Environment- The role of geography and both the natural and human-made
envirorunents on social and political developments in what would become the United States.

• America in the World- The interactions between nations that affected N011h American history in the
colonial period, and on the influence of the United States on world affairs.

DUE DATE I GRADING 
By choosing to take AP, you are expected to complete this assignment. Your Summer Assignment, in its 
entirety, will be due the first day of class; Monday, August 6, 2018 and may not be turned in late. On the 

back of these instructions is the grading rubric for your summer assignment. 

QUESTIONS I SUGGESTIONS: 
Please take time to enjoy your summer. But don't wait until the last minute to start your summer 
assignment. AP US History is going to be fun and challenging, and I want you to sta1t the fall semester 
successfully. To that end, I would suggest spending a week on each p01tion of the assignment. Breaking the 

project up in to small pieces will help you complete the assignment on time, and will keep your stress level at a 

minimum. 

If you have any questions regarding the summer assignment, please feel free to contact me via email at: 
SunnvslopeAPUSH@gmail.com 




















